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In a race that was closer than anticipated, the center- right Partido Accion Nacional (PAN) retained
the governorship of Jalisco state during elections in early November. Final statistics published by
the state's electoral agency (Consejo Estatal Electoral de Jalisco, CEEJ) awarded the victory to PAN
candidate Ramirez Acuna, who defeated Jorge Arana of the long-governing Partido Revolucionario
Institucional (PRI) by a mere 53,000 votes, or a margin of about two-and-a-half percentage points.
Raul Vargas of the center-left Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD) received minimal support
in a state where the party has a very small base. Ramirez Acuna's margin of victory was much
smaller than anticipated, which some analysts said may have been a backlash against outgoing Gov.
Alberto Cardenas. Most public-opinion polls had shown Ramirez with a lead of 11 to 13 percentage
points over Arana as of the beginning of November.

PRI demands a recount
With the election so close, the PRI accused the CEEJ and the Cardenas administration of rigging
the election in favor of Ramirez Acuna. PRI leaders demanded a recount after the CEEJ decided to
suspend the count with only 75% of the ballots processed. The tabulation was suspended because of
"deficiencies" in the count, including problems with telephones, the gathering of votes, and human
error, CEEJ president Jose Manuel Barcelo told reporters. State PRI leaders filed complaints both
with the CEEJ and the state electoral tribunal (Tribunal Electoral Estatal, TEE).
Even so, some PRI leaders questioned whether the CEEJ could be fair, given the close links
between some of its members and the administration of PAN Gov. Cardenas. "I will not accept any
decision by the state electoral council because they are inept, and they favor the PAN," Arana told
supporters. Still, the CEEJ complied with the PRI request to review the results from disputed polling
stations. In late November, CEEJ executive secretary Jesus Reinoso Loza said his agency conducted a
review of more than 2,186 polls and found "minimal" irregularities.
At the national level, the PRI leadership called on members of the Chamber of Deputies and the
Senate and governors to boycott President-elect Vicente Fox's inauguration Dec. 1 unless the results
of the election were thrown out. But the party leadership abandoned this strategy after holding
a series of meetings with PRI legislators and other organizations affiliated with the party. "The
presence of PRI legislators at the inauguration is the responsible course of action and a sign of
respect for our republic," said PRI president Dulce Maria Sauri Riancho.
The boycott had not received unanimous support within the party. Several prominent PRI governors
including Miguel Aleman Velasco of Veracruz, Victor Cervera Pacheco of Yucatan, Rene Juarez
Cisneros of Guerrero, and Tomas Yarrington of Tamaulipas had already announced their intention
to defy party leadership and attend Fox's inauguration.
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PAN retains control of state legislature
The PAN fared better in the elections for the state legislature, winning 14 of the 20 directly elected
seats. The party was allocated another seven seats based on the percentage of the vote received.
The PRI will be the main opposition force in the legislature, gaining a total of 16 seats through direct
election and proportional representation.
The PRD and the Partido Verde Ecologista Mexicano (PVEM) also received some seats based on
the percentage of vote received. The PRI won the most mayoral races, but many of these were in
smaller communities. Electoral authorities said the PRI won 64 of the 124 mayoral elections, but the
PAN won races in major cities like Guadalajara and Puerto Vallarta. (Sources: The News, 11/15/00;
Proceso, 11/19/00; Notimex, 11/14/00, 11/16/00, 11/20/00; Excelsior, 11/16/00, 11/17/00, 11/20/00;
Associated Press, 11/15/00, 11/20/00; Reuters, 11/20/00; Reforma, 10/15/00, 11/15-17/00, 11/20/00,
11/21/00; El Economista, 11/07/00, 11/15-17/00, 11/21/00; La Jornada, 11/15-17/00, 11/21/00; Ocho
Columnas (Guadalajara), 11/21/00; El Informador (Guadalajara), 11/02/00, 11/20-22/00; CNI en Linea,
11/14-16/00, 11/19/00, 11/20/00, 11/23/00, 11/24/00; El Universal, 11/15-17/00, 11/20-22/00, 11/24/00;
Novedades, 11/15/00, 11/17/00, 11/21/00, 11/24/00; El Financiero, 11/02/00, 11/15-17/00, 11/21/00,
11/22/00, 11/28/00)
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